the seven laws of teaching


The Law of the Teaching Process (#5)








the law of the teaching process.


The Law Stated: “The teaching must excite and direct self-activity by the pupils.”


The Law Explained.


This law addresses this basic question: “What is the teacher’s function?”


Teaching must arouse the students to learn for themselves. Stimulate the students’ minds to action. Encourage the students to think of themselves as discoverers / explorers.


Wake up your students’ minds! Set the students to thinking! Arouse the spirit of inquiry! Get the students to work themselves!


Knowledge cannot / should not simply be passed from mind to mind. The student must be encouraged to receive, recognize, rethink and relive the knowledge given to him or her.


The Law Practiced.


Selection -- Adapt lessons and assignments to age and experience of the students. Select lessons, exercises and activities which relate to the environment and needs of the students. Find the point in the subject and lesson which makes contact with the student and emphasize that point. Excite interest at the beginning of the lesson by showing the connection of the lesson to the student. This can be done with a statement, question or activity.


Presentation -- Encourage the student to search for new facts, principles and skills during the class. Join with them in their search for these things. Be patient. Give the student time to express and explain what they are learning. Watch the “body language” of the students for wandering minds. Make sure each student’s mind is awake by keeping them involved in learning. Repress the desire to tell all you know or think about a lesson or subject. Give the students time to tell what they know. Encourage the students to ask questions (“the five w’s and h”). And answer their questions with more questions instead of quick, easy answers.


Closing -- At the end of the lesson be sure to ask for truths discovered. A lesson is successful if it aims to excite fresh interest, inquiry and activity. Plan exercises which will lead to fresh study in and out (“homework”) of class. Do not exhaust a lesson, but leave room for additional work to stimulate new interest, inquiry and activity.


The Law Violated.


Attempting to teach a lesson by simply telling facts. Avoid lecturing. Avoid a hurried, unreflective reciting of facts. Learning comes by thinking, not by merely being told. (“I’ve told you ten times ...”)


Trying to get the student to remember something when the student’s mind never really held the thought. Interest, inquiry and activity must be present before a student will remember.


Requiring the students to repeat the very words of the book.


Not giving the students time to think for themselves, and then put their thoughts into words. Encourage the students be discoverers / explorers in and out of class.


Suggestions.


Need more student self-activity in class? Plan ahead for less lecturing, and more student self-activity from the beginning to end of class. Do you need more student questions or activities?


Need more student self-activity outside of class? Plan ahead for more “homework” assignments (especially in the older grades). Don’t make the assignments generic, but adapted them to the needs and desires of each student; their own self-interest.


summary.


“The teaching must excite and direct self-activity by the pupils.”


The lesson is like a mountain peak. Don’t carry your students up to the peak. Show them how to use the tools to get there, and then let them discover / explore the way up to the peak themselves.
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