the seven laws of teaching


The Law of the Language (#3)








the law of the language.


The Law Stated: “The language used in teaching must be common to the teacher and learner.”


The Law Explained.


Language is “the vehicle, the instrument, and the storehouse of thought.” Avoid puzzling or confusing the students with words without meaning. Avoid speaking sounds that have no (or distorted) meaning on the other end. Remember, many words have more than one meaning in the English language (for example, “post”).


Use words which you and your students will understand in the same way. Use clear and vivid language. The language used in teaching must be clear, simple, and easily understood by both teacher and pupil. (Illus. It has been said that a question well asked is already half-answered.)


The vocabulary of the teacher may be many times larger than that of the student. So the teacher, to be understood, must be sure his or her words fall within the range of the student’s vocabulary.


The greater the number of unfamiliar words, the less effective the teaching will be.


The Law Practiced.


Observation -- Study carefully the language of the students to learn what words they use and the meaning they assign to them. What ideas do the students have about the subject at hand and how do they express them?


Expression -- As far as possible use the language of the students. Use the simplest and the smallest possible amount of words to express your meaning. Unnecessary words increase the possibility of misunderstanding. Use short, simple sentences. Long sentences increase the possibility of misunderstanding.


Correction -- Any incorrect meanings the students read into your words should be corrected.


Repetition -- If the students fail to understand you, repeat your thought again in other, more simple words.


Illustration -- Help the students understand your meaning with illustrations. Preferably, these illustrations should be taken from the students’ own experiences.


Explanation -- All new words should be explained with simple definitions or illustrations.


Addition -- Increase the vocabulary of the students, and clarify the meaning of each new word. Encourage the students to use the new words (with their meanings) during the class period. Proceed slowly, however. Each new word should be mastered before others are added. Review and test frequently to make sure the students understand the meanings of all new words.


The Law Violated.


Assuming the students understand the language of the teacher because they appear to be interested. Students often watch the movements of the teacher but are not listening to, or understanding the words of the teacher. Stop periodically and test the students on their understanding of words. Don’t assume they understand.


Assuming that students will always ask for definitions or explanations. They often do not ask for many reasons.


Attempting to cover up your own ignorance of the lesson with a cloud of verbiage.


Ignoring the fact that many topics studied lie outside the daily life and language of the students. Hence, the teacher fails to adequately explain the meaning of each new word, concept or topic.


Ignoring the fact that many words used and understood by the teacher are not used and understood by the students. Hence, the teacher sounds impressive, but the students are not learning.


Suggestions.


Need help with the words in the lesson? Pick out all words used in the lesson (found in the Bible class literature) ahead of time and define them, or choose other words that are easy to understand.


Need help with the words in Bible readings? Read from a Bible version that is easy for the students to understand. Choose a revision of the older versions for use with the lower grade classes. (Reading straight out of the Bible in class is very important, but make sure it is done with from a version easy to understand by the students.)


Need help with English definitions? Encourage the students to use an English dictionary in class to define certain words used in the lesson or in the Bible.


Need help with Hebrew / Greek definitions? The dictionary in the back of Strong’s Concordance, Vine’s Dictionary (for Greek words) and Wilson’s Word Studies (for Hebrew words) are all helpful to the teacher.


summary.


“The language used in teaching must be common to the teacher and learne
