the seven laws of teaching


The Law of the Teacher (#1)








the law of the teacher.


The Law Stated: “The teacher must know what he or she teaches.”


The Law Explained.


This law seems too simple. Yet, it is often overlooked. How can something come from nothing? How can you teach what you do not know?


What the teacher knows he or she will teach.


Know thoroughly and be very familiar with the lesson you wish to teach - teach from a full mind and clear understanding.


The excellent teacher must be equipped with the knowledge he or she wishes to communicate.


There are degrees of knowledge. What do we mean by “know” or “knowledge”? Faint recognition? General recall or description? The power to explain, prove, or illustrate? Understanding and application? The last form of knowledge listed here must be present in every teacher.


Imperfect knowledge leads to imperfect teaching.


Thorough knowledge in the teacher gives the students confidence. The student will follow with expectation and delight the teacher who has a thorough knowledge of the lesson being taught. An unknowledgable teacher like the blind leading the blind with only an empty lamp to lead the way.


Thorough knowledge in the teacher allows the teacher to spend more time observing the class and less time on examining the lesson itself.


The complete mastery of a few things is better than an ineffective smattering of many things.


The Law Practiced.


Preparation -- Prepare each lesson by fresh study. Old knowledge has a tendency to fade from us. Our best work comes from fresh knowledge.


Time -- Study the lesson in advance. If you prepare in advance, there will be more time to gather more learning, interest and illustrations in between study and teaching.


Plan -- Have a plan of study. The best approach is ask and answer these questions about each lesson: Who? What? When? Why? Where? How?


Study Aids -- Use freely all study aids that will help you stimulate thought and understanding of the subject.


Illustration -- When teaching new material find, analogies (illustrations) to more familiar facts and principles already taught / learned.


Clarity -- Study the lesson until it becomes the product of clear thought and clear speech.


Order -- Find the natural order of each step of the lesson. Every subject has a natural path from the simplest to the most complex ideas.


Practical Application -- Find and state the relationship of the lesson to the lives of the students. Link the detailed facts of the lesson with the great body of truth being presented, and then apply that truth


The Law Violated.


Relying on the ignorance of the students to get by without adequate preparation.


Assuming that it is the students’ work, not the teacher’s, to study the lesson.


Planning to look hastily through the material and then fill the class time with a little teaching and a lot of ill-chosen activities.


Using the lesson as mere framework upon which to set forth some personal agenda.


Using high-sounding phrases or solemn platitudes in a wise tone to hide lazy ignorance and lack of knowledge.


Suggestions.


Need more time? With team-teaching, one teacher can teach every other class period. This will give you one week to prepare your lesson. Set aside study time each day of the week. Don’t do all your preparation the day before, or the day of your teaching engagement.


Need more study aids? Utilize the resource materials in the resource room. Request the necessary study aids you need to prepare your lesson.


summary.


“The teacher must know what he or she teaches.”


Don’t practice teaching partly prepared or wholly unprepared.


Don’t be a messenger without a message.


Don’t lack the zeal and enthusiasm necessary to produce an earnest desire for a complete knowle
