Stewardship of the Gospel

A “steward” is a person who has been put in charge (entrusted) by a master to watch over the possessions of the master. A “steward” is a guardian who has been given a trust. The role of a steward is not common today, but it was very common in Bible times (Gen. 15:2; 43:16, 19; 44:1, 4; 1 K. 16:9; Dan. 1:11, 16; Matt. 20:8; Lk. 8:3; 16:1-8). A Christian today is a steward and has been put in charge by God over many important possessions in this life – time, talents, money, material things, family, fellow-man, our own souls, the church and the gospel. In this lesson we will study about the Christian as a steward of the gospel.
Paul and the rest of the apostles were stewards of the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ, Son of God (Mark 1:1). They had been “approved of God to be entrusted with the gospel” (1 Thess. 2:4). Paul wrote, “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel. For if I do this of mine own will, I have a reward: but if not of mine own will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me” (1 Cor. 9:16-17). God had entrusted Paul with the gospel as a steward (Rom. 1:1, 9; 2:16; 15:16, 19-20; 16:25; Eph. 3:6-7). The gospel was God’s prized and precious possession given to Paul and others. It was then and is today, to be guarded with all care. Paul described the gospel as, “the gospel of the glory of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust” (1 Tim. 1:11). Like Paul and the apostles, Christians today are also stewards of the gospel. We do not reveal the gospel as the apostles did, but we are entrusted with what has already been revealed in the New Testament scriptures. We sing the song, “Into our hands the gospel is given, into our hands is given the light. Haste let us carry God’s precious message. Bringing the erring back to the right.”
We know that Christians today are stewards of the gospel because of what Paul wrote to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2. He wrote, “And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” Paul entrusted Timothy with the gospel. Timothy, a Christian, in turn entrusted faithful men with the gospel. Then, faithful men entrusted others with the gospel. Christians are the “faithful men” and the “others” who Paul wrote about here. The word translated “faithful” (Gr. pistos) here means trusted, reliable, trustworthy. The word translated “men” (Gr. anthropos) refers to both men and women. All Christians today have been entrusted with the gospel, and we demonstrate our stewardship in the following ways:

By Knowing the Gospel. God has given us the gospel to know and understand (Ephesians 3:4). Many in the world just do not know the gospel of Christ. Christians of all people should know the gospel. If we do not know it, we cannot help ourselves, our families or others, and we will certainly be destroyed spiritually. Hosea wrote, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also will forget thy children” (Hos. 4:6). Paul wrote to Timothy, “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Do you really know what is in the gospel from beginning to end? If not, then you are not a faithful steward of the gospel.

By Believing the Gospel. God expects us to believe and accept the gospel he gives us. Yes, God’s gospel is powerful, but its power is available only to those who believe it. Paul wrote, For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (Rom. 1:16). John the Baptist preached saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe in the gospel” (Mk. 1:15). The Apostle Peter preached the gospel so that people would believe. He said, “Brethren, ye know that a good while ago God made choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel, and believe” (Acts 15:7). Reading, studying and knowing the gospel is not enough. The gospel in our hands must also be believed (Eph. 1:13). We must accept the gospel as true and reliable, trust it and have confidence in its power to save (Col. 1:5). Only then will the gospel give us the hope of salvation and the promise of heaven above (Col. 1:23).



By Loving the Gospel. The gospel of Jesus Christ is not just something we carry in our hand; it must also be carried in our hearts. God wants us to love his word. The Psalmist wrote, “Oh how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psa. 119:97; see also verses 113, 163, 165). Loving God with all of our hearts includes loving his word as well (Mk. 12:30).

By Living the Gospel. Christians will show their love for God’s word, and demonstrate their stewardship of the gospel by living the gospel. The gospel of Christ is not merely an academic exercise of study or a philosophical theory to muse about. We are not to simply say we love the gospel, we are to live the gospel (1 Jn. 3:18). For the true Christian, the gospel is a way of life. Each day a Christian is to apply and live the gospel. We must read, hear and keep the things that are written in the gospel (Rev. 1:3). We are not to say “Lord, Lord” and fail to do what Jesus says (Mt. 7:21; Lk. 6:46). Christians are to stand daily in the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-2; 2 Thess. 2:15). Christians should also “adorn the doctrine of God” (Tit. 2:10), and be “doers of the word” (Jas. 1:22) daily. Each Christian should have a reputation throughout all the churches of living the gospel (2 Cor. 8:18).

By Promoting the Gospel. There are several ways that Christians can and should promote the gospel of Christ. First, they can preach it and teach it to others, both lost and saved (Mt. 24:14; Mk. 16:15; Ac. 8:4; Heb. 5:12; Tit. 2:2). Remember, all who do not obey the gospel will be lost (2 Thess. 1:8; 1 Pet. 4:17). Like Paul, all Christians must have a yearning to tell others of the gospel (Rom. 1:14-16). Like Paul, Christians should look for all open doors of opportunity to preach the gospel (2 Cor. 2:12). 
Second, Christians can defend the gospel like Paul did (Phil. 1:7, 16, 27). They can stand up for truth by taking a Bible in hand and contending “earnestly for the faith” (Jude 3). They can stand up and labor with others who are taking a stand for truth and not run (Gal. 2:5; Phil. 2:22; 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:2; 2 Tim. 4:9-11, 16-17). A Christian may have to suffer for the gospel that he defends (Mk. 8:35; 10:29; 2 Tim. 1:8; Philemon 13), but he is willing as a faithful steward. Christians can also stand for truth by preaching the one and only true gospel and not another gospel (2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6-9, 11). Every Christian who will shod his feet with “the preparation of the gospel” (Eph. 6:15) will take a stand for the gospel.
Third, Christians can promote the gospel through monetary support as the church at Philippi did with Paul (Phil. 1:5; 4:15-18). There are many sound gospel preachers today all around the world that can use our monetary support of the gospel (1 Cor. 9:14).
Finally, Christians can promote the gospel by living in such a way as to not hinder the progress of the gospel (1 Cor. 9:12, 18, 23). Satan tries to hide (2 Cor. 4:3-4) and hinder (1 Thess. 2:18) the gospel, but no faithful Christian will do such a thing. A faithful steward of the gospel today will not let a personal right (liberty or opinion), or a personal wrong (sin) get in the way to promoting the gospel of Christ.

Christians are stewards of the gospel. Are you a faithful (trustworthy) steward of the gospel? Do you know God’s word, or are you Biblically illiterate? Has your Bible gathered dust? Do you have a daily Bible reading plan in place at this time for you or your family? Some Christians know all about the latest sports stats or the new movies and music, but they don’t know much about the gospel. What a shame! Do you truly believe, love and live the gospel? The best Bible translation on the market today is a Bible that has been translated into the lives of its readers (2 Cor. 3:2-3)! Are you a gospel promoter, or a gospel preventer? All Christians can and should demonstrate their stewardship of the gospel by knowing it, believing it, loving it, living it and promoting it. May each Christian today be found as a “faithful and wise steward” when the Lord returns (Lk. 12:42-44; 1 Cor. 4:2).
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(Exercises for the Workbook)

1. Explain the role of a “steward.”
2. List some things that Christians have been entrusted with today.
3. What was Paul entrusted with?

4. Describe how the gospel is passed on to others according to 2 Timothy 2:2.

5. List some things that Christians can do to know more and understand more about the gospel.

6. According to Hosea 4:6, what happens when God’s people do not know God’s word?

7. What all is involved in believing the gospel?

8. What attitude of the Psalmist toward God’s word must all Christians have toward the gospel?

9. List some ways that the gospel can be applied in the five areas of the Christian life: (1) at home, (2) at work, (3) in the community, (4) with civil government, and (5) in the local church.

10. List the four ways to promote the gospel covered in this lesson, and be prepared to discuss how each one can be utilized by yourself and the other members in the local church.

11. According to Luke 12:42-44 and 1 Corinthians 4:2, how should all Christian stewards be found when the Lord returns?
