SUCCESS AT BIBLE TEACHING*

Part One

The Bible Teacher
A. THE CHRISTIAN AS A TEACHER.

"Therefore they that were scattered abroad

went every where preaching the word" (Acts 8:4)

1. Introduction.
a. There are many aspects to the life of the Christian.  Among the many responsibilities that a Christian has, he should also consider himself as a teacher of the word of God.

b. Teaching has always had an important place in God's plan.  See Gen.18: 19; Deut.6:4-9; Ezra 7: 10; Jn,6:44-45; Mt.28 19-20; 1 Pet.2: 1-2; and Heb.5: 12-14.

c. With the emphasis that the Bible places upon teaching, every Christian should want to be a teacher and should want to be the best teacher possible.
2. He Is Expected to Teach.

a The early disciples understood their responsibility to teach.
b. See Mt.28:19-20; 2 Tim.2:2; and Ac.8:4.
3. He Should Want to Teach.

a. To share the blessings of Christ that he has with others. See 1 Tim. 4:16.
b. To follow the example of Jesus, and please God. See Jn.8:29.
4. He Should Want to Be a Better Teacher.
a We must not lose sight of the importance of developing and using skill in our teaching. The servant of God must be "apt to teach" (from the Greek word diduktikos, meaning "skilled in teaching"). See 1 Tim.3:2 and 2 Tim.2:24.
b. It takes skill in teaching to give a person what he needs, whether it be the "first principles" and "milk" of the word (for the non-Christian and new convert), or the "meat" of the word (for the experience Christian). See 1 Pet.2:1-2; Heb.5:12-14; 1 Cor.3:2; and Col 4:6.
B. THE BIBLE AS A TEACHER-TRANING MANUAL.

"Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus" (Acts 8:35)
1. The Message Is Inspired.
a.  The Bible is the best place to go to learn how to be a successful teacher of the word of God. There is no better place to learn what to teach or how best to teach it. The Bible is able to make us the kind of teacher God wants us to be.
b. Truly the Bible is a teacher-training manual, but more than that it is God's inspired textbook on the subject. See 2 Tim.3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:5; and 1 Cor. 2:1-13.
2. The NT Teachers Were Often Guided by the Holy Spirit.
a See Jn.14:26; 15:26; 16:13; Lk.24:49; and Ac.2:1-4.
b. We can learn something of the how of teaching as well as what by studying the Bible.
c. One lesson we can learn from the NT examples of teaching is the value of knowing the needs of those whom we seek to teach. One good way to learn, this is to give them (the students) an opportunity to tell you. See Ac.2:36-38 and 16:29-34.
3. Wise Men Were Teaching.
a. God was careful in giving his message to people who were going to have the responsibility to teach others. He did not want someone who would do a very poor job of teaching to reveal His message.
4. Jesus Was a Teacher's Teacher.
a. The primary work of Jesus among his 12 disciples for 3 U2 years was that of teaching them how to teach.
b. Those today who make excuses for not teaching should look in the NT at the background of the apostles and note that they became teachers. We learn how to teach just like they had to learn from Jesus how to teach.
6. Examples of Techniques.
a. Jesus answered a question with a question (Mt.21:23-27). This technique gets people involved in the learning process and enables them to discover the truth for themselves.
b. Jesus used the method of contrast (Mt 5:21ff). This technique takes the student from what is known to the unknown. Paul (Ac.17) and Philip (Ac.8) also used this technique.
c. Jesus used the method of correcting false concepts (Mt.15:1ff). Priscilla and Aquila (Ac.18) also used this technique.
d. The Bible truly is a teacher-training manual, the inspired one.
C. SOME BASIC PROBLEMS IN BIBLE TEACHING.
"For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to

glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is

me, if I preach not the gospel!" (1 Corinthians 9:16)
1. Lack of Desire to Teach Can Be a Problem.
a. Many are lacking in a desire to teach because they are convinced that someone else would make a better teacher than they would. Would you apply this same reasoning to every phase of your life?
b. Some do not have a desire to teach because they feel they cannot teach at all. 

c. One thing which causes some not to have a desire to teach is fear; fear of

criticism.
2. Some Are Afraid of Questions.
a. The following suggestions should help overcome this fear:
1) The teacher should encourage the students to ask only the questions that will enable them to learn the truth; questions which generate strife and confusion, or questions which are asked to waste time will not be considered.
2) It is not a disgrace for the teacher to say: "I don't know, I’ll have to get back with you on that." The teacher can also assign the class the responsibility of finding the answer.
3. Teaching Requires Too Much Effort.
a. Some do not want to teach because they are unwilling to put forth the effort and spend the time necessary to prepare.
b. How many Christian would be able to keep their jobs if they put forth the same amount of effort in developing their skills for their job as they do developing their skills for teaching the word of God?
4. Lack of Good Teacher-Training Programs Is a Problem.
a. In many local churches there seems to be little or no programs for the purpose of training people to be better teachers. Many local churches (and elderships) fail to see the importance of such programs.
b. Some members of a local church have a lethargic attitude toward teacher-training programs, and when a special series of teacher-training lessons is planned many do not avail themselves of the opportunity to participate.
c. There need to be more leaders who have the vision to plan and conduct teacher-training programs and more people who want to learn to improve themselves by participating in the programs.
d. Teachers, like heroes, are made, not born. Hence the need of having a 
continuous good teacher-training program.

5. Teachers Must Deal with Under-Motivated Students.
a. There are different methods of motivation: value of the lesson, competition among students, reward for right answers, fear of punishment and discovering something new.
b. Under-motivated students often lose interest in learning, attend the classes infrequently, become discipline problems, or disturb the class and hinder others from learning.
6. Improper Physical Facilities Can Hinder the Teacher.
a. The teacher should have the room arranged so as to cause students to be glad to be in the class room and ready to learn.
b. The class room should be a place where the students actually become involved in the learning process and can make application of the spiritual truths.
7. Lack of Parental Concern Can Cause Problems.
a. Some parents have little or no concern whether or not their children attend a Bible class where they learn about God's word. Some parents want their children to attend some Bible classes so that their children will be able to say later in life that they attended Bible school.
b. This kind situation presents a problem for teachers, for the teacher must provide most if not all the motivation for the student to learn.
8. Student's Lack of Bible Knowledge May Be a Problem.
a. Not all students in a class have the same level of Bible knowledge. This is true not only of children's classes, but among adult classes as well.
b. The teacher must find ways to stimulate and involve the whole class. The teacher can assign different work to each student according to the capability of that student, or the teacher can divide the class into activity groups with at least one student in each group who is more advanced in Bible knowledge.
9. Teachers have the responsibility of recognizing problems when they exist and of seeking solutions to those problems.
D. SOME ADVANTAGES IN BIBLE LEARNING.
"Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;

continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both

save thyself, and them that hear thee" (1 Timothy 4: 16)
1. A close look at the advantages in Bible teaching will encourage the beginning Bible teacher.
2. The Message Does Not Change. 
a. In every course in secular education textbooks must be revised frequently and new ones written from time to time because the message changes as new information is learned. But this is not true with teaching the Bible.
b. See 2 Pet. 1:3; 2 Tim.3:16-17; Jude 3; Gal.l:6-9; 2 Pet.3:16; and Deut.42.
3. The Message Is Clear and Simple.
a. See Eph.3:4; 5:17; and 1 Tim.2:4.
b. Consider the dear and simple way in which Jesus taught the people in parables.
4. The Message Itself Is Motivating.
a. For example, the message about the creation, the plan of salvation and the crucifixion motivates the student to learn more about God, Jesus and mankind.
5. There Is Something for All Ages.
a. For the children and young people, there are the stories of Noah, Moses, Samuel, David and Goliath, and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
b. For the adults, there are the statements in the Bible that teach moral values.
c. For the aged, there are the statements concerning their departure from this life and hope in the life to come. See 2 Tim. 4:6-8 and Rev. 14:13.
6. There Is Something For Any Condition in Life.
a. The Bible message is for the rich and poor, learned and unlearned, imprisoned and free, rulers and servants, etc.
b. Jesus taught lessons to the shepherds, farmers, fshermen, wealthy, poor, thirsty and hungry, masters, etc.
7. There Is No Greater Personal Reward for Success.
a. See 3 Jn.4 and 1 Tim.4:16.
E. SOME DANGERS IN BIBLE TEACHING.
"My brethren, be not many teachers, knowing that we

shall receive the greater condemnation" (James 3:1)
1. One does not have to allow the presence of dangers to discourage him from

becoming a teacher, nor should they be allowed to become pitfalls in our pathway

to becoming better Bible teachers.
2. Teaching Has Greater Accountability.
a. Teachers are accountable in part for the eternal destiny of the precious souls of those whom they teach. The impressions that are made in the class room by the teacher are usually lasting ones and teachers need to be careful to make truthful impressions.
b. See Jas.3: 1 and Mt.15: 14.
3. Our Lives Must Be Exemplary.
a. 'Don't do as I do, bit do as I say" has no place in the life of a Christian, especially a Bible class teacher.
b. People are great imitators. Therefore example is one of the best ways of

teaching others. See 2 Thess.3:7; 1 Cor. 11:1; Heb.13:7; 1 Pet. 5:3; 1 Tim.4:12,16; Ac. 1:1; 1 Pet.2:21.
4. The Message Must Not Change.
a. One of the dangers facing Bible teachers is the tendency to change the message on some particular point to suit himself or the students. Just as the pharmacist is not to change the doctor's prescription for the cure to our sickness, so the Bible teacher is not to change God's prescription for sin.
b. See GaI.1:6-9 and 2 Pet. 3:16-18.
5. Error Invades Unawares.
a. There is always the danger of error getting in. See Mt. 7:15 and 1 Jn.4:1.
b. For this reason Bible teachers need to know the teaching of the Bible so they can recognize error when it is taught and be able to help their students to recognize it also.
6. Truth Always Has Opposition.
a. We cannot fail to teach the truth even though there is opposition.
b. See Jn. 1:11; 15:20; Ac.14:19; and 17:10.
7. Error Can Be Taught Innocently.
a. Not everyone who teaches error sets out to do so deliberately.
b. See Ac.18:24-26; 19:1-5.
8. The responsibility of Bible teachers is great. Our souls are at stake and so are the souls of those we teach. Problems arise in Bible teaching, but with the help of the Lord and the use of His infallible guide, the Bible, they are not insurmountable.

Class Discussion

1.  What emphasis does the Bible place upon teaching and the Christian's responsibility to teach?
2. How did you come to know of God and His plan of salvation?
3. What does "apt to teach" mean? How does a person get to the point where he is

"apt to teach"?
4. What is the best teacher-training manual available today?
5. List as many teaching techniques as you can find that Jesus used with the Samaritan woman in Jn.4.
6. Describe the difference in Paul's approach when he taught in Ac. 13:16ff, and when he taught in Ac.14: 14ff; 17:22ff.
7. List the words, expressions and concepts that Jesus uses in Mt.5-7 to make his

points (such as salt, light, rock and sand). Why did Jesus teach this way?
8. What teaching techniques did Nathan use with David in 2 Sam.12:1-15? What was the outcome of the Nathan's lesson?
9. List some common excuses why many Christians do not teach.
10. List each of the "Basic Problems in Bible Teaching" (C.1.-8.) discussed in this

material and give at least one solution to each problem.
11. What are some differences between teaching the Bible and teaching science, math, english, etc.?
12. Have you ever known of a teacher in the past who was a good teacher but had a personal habit that was not exemplary of Christian teachers?
13. What responsibility does the teacher have toward his own life, the Bible, error,

opposition and the student?
14. What does the Bible say about the relationship between the teacher and the

student? See 1 Thess.6:21 and 1 Jn.4:1.
* This material was taken and adapted for use from Success at Bible Teaching by Sam Binkley, Jr. and Martin M. Broadwell (Temple Terrace, FL: Florida College

Bookstore, 1989). 
