“I Am Afraid of You”

Galatians 4:11

On Paul’s first preaching trip from Antioch he traveled into the region of Galatia and several churches were established there by the grace of God (Acts 13-14). Just a few years after his trip to Galatia, Paul was concerned for the spiritual welfare of the Galatian Christians (Gal.4:11,19,20). He wrote them a letter to encourage them to remain faithful to Christ. He did not want them to be lost in spite of all that he had done for them in the Lord (Gal. 5:7). Was Paul an alarmist? No! Was he a right-wing extremist? No. Was he a brotherhood watchdog? No. Paul was simply a caring and concerned apostle and Christian (2 Cor. 11:28). Let us examine why Paul was “afraid” for the Galatian brethren.
Paul Was Afraid Because They Obeyed a Different Gospel (1:6-9). The Galatians had accepted “another gospel” (not entirely new, but perverted). Maybe they had forgotten the true gospel. Maybe they were ignorant and had stopped growing in knowledge (Hos.4:6; Heb.5:12; 2 Pet.3:18). Or, maybe they did not love the truth, or could not distinguish between truth and error (2 Thess.2:8-13). We too should be “afraid” of “false brethren” (Gal.4:4) who preach “another Jesus” (2 Cor.11) and “another gospel” (Gal.1:6). We too should be “afraid” of brethren today who are poorly informed in Bible doctrine.
Paul Was Afraid Because They Were Acting Foolishly (3:1,3). The Galatians were not acting from reason, from God’s wisdom. They were acting “foolish” (Gr. anoetos), meaning “not understanding;” “without intelligence;” literally, “not using the mind.” The word “foolish” means “senseless” or “unwise.” The Galatians had also been “bewitched” (Gr. baskaino), meaning “mislead” or “charm.” They had allowed themselves to be misled and charmed by Judaism and carnality. We too should be “afraid” of brethren who are not using their mind, reason or senses to follow God’s word. We should be “afraid” of brethren who are being charmed by the philosophies and fleshly desires of this life.
Paul Was Afraid Because They Were Returning to Bondage (4:9; 5:1). The Galatians had freedom in Christ (2:4; 4:31; 5:1,13), but they were choosing to be in bondage again to the Old Law. We too should be “afraid” of brethren who are returning to the bondage of sin (2 Pet. 2:19-20).
Paul Was Afraid Because They Had Lost an Appreciation for the Truth (4:16). The Galatians did not like Paul’s plain preaching. They did not like the truth. We too should be “afraid” of brethren today who do not like plain preaching. Some brethren today do not like plain preaching on the one true church, the work and organization of the church, baptism, morality, marriage-divorce-remarriage, creation, hell, immodest apparel, denominationalism, etc.
Paul Was Afraid Because They Desired Something Other Than Christ (4:21). Some of the Galatians desired to go back and place themselves under the Law of Moses (4:10). They were no longer attached to the fundamentals of the gospel. We too should be “afraid” of brethren who do not remain faithful to the fundamentals of the faith.
Paul Was Afraid Because They Were Falling Away from Grace (5:2-4). The Galatians were falling from grace. We too should be “afraid” of brethren who fall from grace, and do what we can to get them to come back to Christ (Gal. 6:1-2; Jas. 5:19-20; Jude 22-23).
Paul Was Afraid Because They Stopped Running the Christian Race (5:7). The Galatians had allowed themselves to be hindered in running the Christian race. We too should be “afraid” of brethren who stop running (Heb.12:1-2).
Paul Was Afraid Because They Were Walking by the Flesh, Instead of by the Spirit (5:13 – 6:10). The Galatians were walking by the flesh. Not only had they left the doctrine of Christ, but they also engaged in carnality and immorality. We too should be “afraid” of brethren today who walk by the flesh.
Is it proper to be “afraid” today? Yes, we must be concerned for the Lord’s church today. Like Paul, we must be concerned about the spiritual well-being of our fellow-brethren (2 Pet.2:1; 1 Jn.4:1). We must also voice our concerns (Jude 3). Paul preached about his concerns (Gal. 3:1; 4:13; cf. Ac.13-14). Paul debated his concerns (Gal. 2:3-5; cf. Ac.15:1ff; cf. note also Paul’s negative attack on the Judaizing brethren, Gal. 2:4; 4:17; 5:8-12; 6:12-13). Finally, Paul wrote about his concerns (Gal. 6:10). Can we follow Paul’s example and be “afraid” of that which threatens the Lord’s church today? Yes, we can and should follow Paul’s example (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1; Gal. 6:16; Phil. 3:17; 4:9). As I try to follow Paul’s example of concern for brethren, what are some things that make this author “afraid”?
“I am afraid” that some are putting friendships above Jesus Christ (Mt.10:37). Consider how many brethren today will fellowship a false teacher (they say they won’t fellowship his doctrine, or those influenced by his doctrine, but they will fellowship him). Why do they fellowship such a one? In part, it is because the false teacher has been their longtime friend. Today it seems that unity and fellowship are no longer defined by 2 John 9-11, but by friendships.
“I am afraid” that basic Bible doctrines are now being questioned (2 Pet.3:16). Such basic doctrines as the one cause for divorce and remarriage (Mt.19:9), the bounds of fellowship (2 Jn. 9-11), the deity of Jesus (Col.2:9), the six days of creation (Gen.2:2-3; Ex.20:11; 31:17), and the eternal duration of hell (Mt.25:46), are being questioned by some brethren.
“I am afraid” that worldliness has invaded the Lord’s church (2 Tim.4:10). Brethren are engaging in worldliness, and ignoring the Bible or redefining what it says to fit their worldly lifestyle. Too many brethren engage in immodest apparel, dancing, adultery, drinking alcohol, smoking, gambling, abortion, profanity, etc. There are other brethren who do not do these things, but they do not want sermons preached against them either.

Brethren, there are apostasies among us today, just like those within the churches of Galatia. To be “afraid” of apostasy is not a bad thing. Think about it. When you see the apostasy that is taking place among your brethren near and far, are you “afraid”? How you answer will show how faithful you really are. Like Paul, I am afraid when I see apostasy. Are you?
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